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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to amendment filed on September 22, 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3-10, 12, 13, 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 6,366,784 to Hsueh in view of Torrey et al. (U.S. Patent 6,466,799). 

As to claim 1, Figures 1,3, and 4 in Hsueh show a multifunction telephone switching 
system comprising: 

a portable radiophone (7) (see Col. 2, lines 34-45); 

a plurality of multifunction telephones, a specific one of which is connected to said 
portable radiophone (see Col. 2, lines 34-45 and Col. 3, lines 41-46); and 

said specific multifunction telephone responds to said arrived call at said portable 
radiophone in response to the permission (see Col. 2, line 61 to Col. 3, line 6) 

However, it does not disclose a control unit connected to said plurality of multifunction 
telephones to manage said plurality of multifunction telephones, wherein said specific 
multifunction telephone notifies said control unit of a call arrival at said portable radiophone, and 
said control unit permits response to an arrived call for said specific multifunction telephone 
based on an operation state of said specific multifunction telephone. 
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The Torrey reference teaches a control unit connected to said plurality of multifunction 
telephones to manage said plurality of multifunction telephones (see Col. 3, lines 40-53 and 
Figure 1 A), wherein said specific multifunction telephone notifies said control unit of a call 
arrival at said portable radiophone (see Col. 5, lines 34-49 and Col. 6, lines 38-54); and 

said control unit permits response to an arrived call for said specific multifunction 
telephone based on an operation state of said specific multifunction telephone (see Col. 6, lines 
38-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the switching system of Hsueh to comprise a control unit 
connected to said plurality of multifunction telephones to manage said plurality of multifunction 
telephones, wherein said specific multifunction telephone notifies said control unit of a call 
arrival at said portable radiophone; and said control unit permits response to an arrived call for 
said specific multifunction telephone based on an operation state of said specific multifunction 
telephone, as taught by Torrey, in order to allow a user to place and receive wireless calls from 
standard telephonic devices. 

As to claim 3, Hsueh-Torrey discloses the multifunction telephone switching system 
according to claim 1, when said multifunction telephone cannot respond to said arrived call, said 
control unit selects another multifunctional telephone from said plurality of multifunction 
telephones based on the operation states of said plurality of multifunction telephones, and 
permits the response to said arrived call to said another multifunction telephone, and said another 
multifunction telephone responds to said arrived call in response to the permission (Torrey: see 
Col. 6, lines 55-67). 
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As to claim 4, Hsueh-Torrey discloses the multifunction telephone switching system 
according to claim 3, wherein said control unit determines that said specific multifunction 
telephone cannot respond said arrived call, when said operation state of said specific 
multifunction telephone is busy (Torrey: see Col. 6, lines 38-54). 

As to claim 5, Hsueh-Torrey discloses the multifunction telephone switching system 
according to claim 3, wherein said control unit determines that said specific multifunction 
telephone cannot respond to said arrived call, when said specific multifunction telephone lacks at 
least one of a handset and a set having a speaker and a microphone (Torrey: see Col. 6, lines 55- 
67. Without a handset and/or a speaker and a microphone, the multifunction telephone cannot 
receive a call and go into off-hook condition that the control unit monitors to determine the 
multifunctional telephone respond to an arrived call). 

As to claim 6, Hsueh-Torrey discloses the multifunction telephone switching system 
according to claim 1, wherein said control unit comprises a data storage which stores operation 
data indicative of said operation state of each of said plurality of multifunction telephones, and 
refers to said data storage to determine whether each of said plurality of multifunction telephones 
is occupied (Torrey: see Col. 4, lines 35-53). 

As to claim 7, Hsueh-Torrey discloses the multifunction telephone switching system 
according to claim 1, wherein said specific multifunction telephone can respond to said arrived 
call at said portable radiophone without waiting for the permission when the permission is 
previously given (Torrey: see Col 5, lines 19- 26 and Col. 6, lines 1-16). 

As to claim 8, Hsueh-Torrey discloses the multifunction telephone switching system 
according to claim 1, wherein said specific multifunction telephone notifies said control unit of a 
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line disconnection when communication through said portable radiophone is ended, and said 
control unit sets said specific multifunction telephone to a vacant state (Torrey: see Col. 6, lines 
52-54 and 65-67, and Col. 7, lines 8-10). 

As to claim 9, Hsueh-Torrey discloses the multifunction telephone switching system 
according to claim 1, wherein said specific multifunction telephone communicates with any of 
said plurality of multifunction telephones by use of said control unit (Torrey: see Col. 2, lines 60- 
64, Col. 4, lines 15-22, and Figure 2A). 

As to claim 10, Hsueh-Torrey discloses the multifunction telephone switching system 
according to claim 1, wherein said specific multifunction telephone originates a dial data 
comprising a dial number of a destination radiophone, and notifies the origination of the dial data 
to said control unit, and said portable radiophone originates a call to said destination radiophone 
based on said dial data (Torrey: see Col 5, lines 11-18 and lines 50-67). 

As to claim 12, Figures 1 and 3 in Hsueh shows a multifunction telephone (1) 
comprising: 

a handset (4) (see Col. 2, lines 34-45); 

a connection control section (6, 1 1) to which a portable radiophone (7) is to be connected 
(see Col. 2, lines 34-45); and 

a communication control section for controlling a wired line communication and a radio 
channel communication through said connection control section and said portable radiophone 
(see Col. 2, line 61 to Col. 3, line 6, and Col. 3, lines 41-49). 

wherein said communication control section detects a call arrival at said portable 
radiophone through said connection control section, and responds to an arrived call at said 
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portable radiophone through said connection control section when the response to said arrived 
call is permitted (see Col. 2, line 61 to Col. 3, line 6). 

However, it does not disclose a control unit connected to said plurality of multifunction 
telephones to manage said plurality of multifunction telephones, wherein said specific 
multifunction telephone notifies said control unit of a call arrival at said portable radiophone, and 
said control unit permits response to an arrived call for said specific multifunction telephone 
based on an operation state of said specific multifunction telephone. 

The Torrey reference teaches a control unit connected to said plurality of multifunction 
telephones to manage said plurality of multifunction telephones (see Col. 3, lines 40-53 and 
Figure 1 A), wherein said specific multifunction telephone notifies said control unit of a call 
arrival at said portable radiophone (see Col. 5, lines 34-49 and Col. 6, lines 38-54); and 

said control unit permits response to an arrived call for said specific multifunction 
telephone based on an operation state of said specific multifunction telephone (see Col. 6, lines 
38-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the switching system of Hsueh to comprise a control unit 
connected to said plurality of multifunction telephones to manage said plurality of multifunction 
telephones, wherein said specific multifunction telephone notifies said control unit of a call 
arrival at said portable radiophone; and said control unit permits response to an arrived call for 
said specific multifunction telephone based on an operation state of said specific multifunction 
telephone, as taught by Torrey, in order to allow a user to place and receive wireless calls from 
standard telephonic devices. 



Application/Control Number: 09/707,963 



Art Unit: 2687 



Page 7 



As to claim 13, Hsueh discloses the multifunction telephone according to claim 12. 
However, it does not disclose said communication control section can respond to said arrived 
call at said portable radiophone through said connection control without waiting for the 
permission when the permission is previously given. The Torrey reference teaches said 
communication control section can respond to said arrived call at said portable radiophone 
through said connection control without waiting for the permission when the permission is 
previously given (see Col 5, lines 19- 26 and Col. 6, lines 1-16). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the multifunction telephone of Hsueh wherein said 
communication control section can respond to said arrived call at said portable radiophone 
through said connection control without waiting for the permission when the permission is 
previously given, as taught by Torrey, in order to allow a user to place and receive wireless calls 
from standard telephonic devices. 

As to claim 14, the Hsueh reference discloses the multifunction telephone according to 
claim 12, wherein said communication control section receives said call arrival at said portable 
radiophone, and responds to an arrived call at said portable radiophone through said connection 
control section when the response to said arrived call is permitted (see Col. 2, line 61 to Col. 3, 
line 6). 

As to claim 16, the Hsueh reference discloses the multifunction telephone according to 
claim 12. However, it does not disclose the communication control section outputs a line 
disconnection when communication through said connection control section and said portable 
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radiophone is ended. The Torrey reference teaches the communication control section outputs a 
line disconnection when communication through said connection control section and said 
portable radiophone is ended (see Col. 6, lines 52-54 and 65-67, and Col. 7, lines 8-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the multifunction telephone of Hsueh wherein the 
communication control section outputs a line disconnection when communication through said 
connection control section and said portable radiophone is ended, as taught by Torrey, in order to 
end a call. 

As to claim 17, Hsueh discloses the multifunction telephone according to claim 12, 
wherein the communication control section carries out an extension line communication with 
another multifunction telephone ("the telephone set 1 with the mobile phone 7 positioned in the 
slot 6 not only could be used as a regular telephone set but also could have any number of 
extension telephone sets connected to it" (Col 3, lines 46-49). 

As to claim 18, the Hsueh reference discloses the multifunction telephone according to 
claim 12, wherein said communication control section originates a dial data comprising a dial 
number of a destination radiophone through said connection control section, such that said 
portable radiophone originates a call to said destination radiophone based on said dial data (see 
Col. 3, lines 18-29). 

As to claim 19, the Hsueh reference discloses the multifunction telephone according to 
claim 12, wherein said communication control section receives a dial data comprising a dial 
number of a destination radiophone and sends said dial data through said connection control 
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section, such that said portable radiophone originates a call to said destination radiophone based 
on said dial data (see Col. 3, lines 18-29). 

4. Claims 2, 1 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent 6,366,784 to Hsueh in view of Torrey et al. (U.S. Patent 6,466,799) and further in view of 
the applicant prior art (Admission). 

As to claim 2, Hsueh-Torrey discloses the multifunction telephone switching system 
according to claim 1. However, it does not disclose the control unit sets said specific 
multifunction telephone to a busy state, after said control unit has permitted said specific 
multifunction telephone to respond. Admission teaches the control unit sets said specific 
multifunction telephone to a busy state, after said control unit has permitted said specific 
multifunction telephone to respond ("when the multifunctional telephone control section 113 
detects the off-hook state of the multifunction telephone 105, the multifunction telephone control 
section 113 notifies the detection result to the line switching control section 112. The line 
switching control section 112 carries out a channel establishing operation for the multifunction 
telephone 105. The line switching control section 112 records the off-hook (busy) state of the 
multifunction telephone 105 on the data storage section 1 14" (page 7, lines 9-18)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the switching system of Hsueh-Torrey wherein the control 
unit sets said specific multifunction telephone to a busy state, after said control unit has 
permitted said specific multifunction telephone to respond, as taught by Admission, in order to 
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properly carry out a call arriving process based on the communication state of the multifunction 
telephone. 

As to claim 11, Hsueh-Torrey discloses the multifunction telephone switching system 
according to claim 1, wherein one of said plurality of multifunction telephone sends a dial data 
comprising a dial number of a destination radiophone to said control unit (Torrey: see Col. 5, 
lines 50-67), said control unit sends the dial data to said portable radiophone via said specific 
multifunctional telephone (Hsueh: see Col. 3, lines 18-29, Torrey: see Col. 5, lines 50-67), and 
said portable radiophone originates a call to said destination radiophone based on said dial data 
(Hsueh: see Col. 3, lines 18-29, Torrey: see Col. 5, lines 50-67). However, Hsueh-Torrey does 
not disclose the control unit sets said one multifunction telephone to a busy state. 

Admission teaches the control unit sets said specific multifunction telephone to a busy 
state ("when the multifunctional telephone control section 113 detects the off-hook state of the 
multifunction telephone 105, the multifunction telephone control section 113 notifies the 
detection result to the line switching control section 112. The line switching control section 112 
carries out a channel establishing operation for the multifunction telephone 105. The line 
switching control section 1 12 records the off-hook (busy) state of the multifunction telephone 
105 on the data storage section 1 14" (page 7, lines 9-18)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the multifunction telephone of Hsueh-Torrey wherein the 
control unit sets said specific multifunction telephone to a busy state, as taught by Admission, in 
order to properly carry out a call arriving process based on the communication state of the 
multifunction telephone. 
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As to claim 15, Hsueh discloses the multifunction telephone according to claims 12 and 
20. However, it does not disclose the communication control section outputs an operation state of 
said multifunction telephone when the operation state is changed. Admission teaches the 
communication control section outputs an operation state of said multifunction telephone when 
the operation state is changed ("when the multifunction telephone control section 113 detects the 
off-hook state of the multifunction telephone 105, the multifunction telephone control section 
113 notifies the detection result to the line switching control section 1 12" (page 7, lines 9-13). 
"The line switching control section 1 12 records the off-hook state of the multifunction telephone 
105 on the data storage section 1 14" (page 7, lines 15-18)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the multifunction telephone of Hsueh wherein the 
communication control section outputs an operation state of said multifunction telephone when 
the operation state is changed, as taught by Admission, in order to properly carry out a call 
arriving process based on the communication state of the multifunction telephone. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 20-23 and 25-29 are allowed. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art of record fails to disclose a combination of elements in a telephone switching system, 
including a communication control section for controlling a wired line communication, wherein 

a multifunction telephone notifies a control unit when a call arrives to the portable telephone, and 



Application/Control Number: 09/707,963 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2687 

in response, the control unit switches the multifunction telephone from a wired line 
communication mode to a radio communication mode to answer the call, as in claim 20. 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicants arguments filed on September 22, 2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Regarding claim 12, Applicant argues that Hsueh fails to teach a multifunction telephone 
being managed by a remote control unit, where the remote control unit is notified of an arrived 
call to the portable radiotelephone by the multifunction telephone. However, Examiner now 
applies the Torrey reference to claim 12, as amended. 

Regarding claims 1 and 12, Applicant argues that the Torrey reference also does not 
teach the limitation of having a telephonic device notify the control unit of an arrived call. 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant states that the premises converter forwards the call 
to an appropriate telephonic device. Notwithstanding Applicant's arguments, Examiner points 
out that the Torrey reference clearly states that the control call processor 223 of premises 
converter 220 directs wireless device 200 to place a call, and allows device 200 to inform the call 
processor 223 of an incoming call. See col. 5, lines 36-42. Therefore, the Torrey reference 
clearly meets the limitation of having a telephonic device notify the control unit of an arrived 
call. 

Applicant states that the Torrey reference fails to teach a control unit connected to the 
plurality of multifunction telephones to manage the telephones. Examiner respectfully submits 
that Examiner does not rely on FIG. 2 or recitations in columns 5 and 6 of the Torrey reference 
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for the above-mentioned teaching. Rather, the Examiner relies on FIG. 1 A and col. 3, lines 40- 
53 of the Torrey reference. The premises converter 120 corresponds to the claimed "control 
unit," and the telephonic devices 130, 135 and 140 correspond to the claimed "plurality of 
multifunction telephones." Finally, since the Hsueh and Torrey references are in the same field 
of endeavor, the combination of these references to reject the claims is deemed proper. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sam Bhattacharya whose telephone number is (703) 605-1 171. 
The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., first Fridays off. 



Application/Control Number: 09/707,963 



Page 14 



Art Unit: 2687 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester G. Kincaid can be reached on (703) 305-3016. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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